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A Declaration of His High 1228 the Lord Prote&&or, 
- Inviting the People of England and Wales, t &Day 0 | lemn Faſting and\ Humiliation, 
(BRAY ; 
1He common and notorious ſins ſo boldly and 54 D6or ny Arrigo amongſt us, notwithſtanding all our 
Deliverances and Mercies, together with the preſent Rod of an Exceeding and an Unuſual Drought, 
which hath lazen upon us for ſome years, and ſtill continues and increaſethupon us, threatning Famine 
and Mortality, are noJeſsthan the Voice of God, calling aloud in our ears to Faſting, and Mourning , 
and great Abaſement of Soul before him. THEN] 

And although the General End and Intendment of 1nviting to a Day of Faſt, be, that all of every 
Condition and Quality whatever, do try and examine their heart and way more eſpecially, according to 
their own Light, andin the uſe of ſuch Helps and Means as the Lord 1n H1s Providence ball afford to 
each one, beforeand upon the ſaid day of Meeting; yet finding ſome thoughts ſet ſeriouſly upon our 
Heart, We judged it not amiſs to recommend the ſame to Chriſtian Conſideration, not to impoſe them 
Upon apy, UI to Cuntine any wirhin the compaſs thereof; but leaving every man free to the Grace of God, and to the work of his 
Spirit, wko worketh all things in the Hearts of the Sons of Men, according to the Counſel and Good Pleaſure cf His own Will. 

it cannot be denyed but that God hath vouchſafed to appear very much in working the Deliverance of the Nation from their bon- 
dage and thraldome, both Spiritual end Civil, and procuring for them a juſt Liberty by His own People, 

D>» we now walk worthy of our þigh Calling in humbleneſs and lowlineſs of mind, holding forth the Virtues of Chriſt in time 
of Peace, wl:ich was our ſtrength, by the efficacy of which all our great things were accompliſhed in time of War? | 

Have wea heait preparedas willingly to communicate the ſaid Juft Freedom and Liberty toone another, as we were induſtrious 


to getit? 

Do wethankfully acknowledge our mercy in the Liberty of Worſhipping God in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs without fear, be- 
ing delivered out of the hands of our Enemies ? | | 

{s Brotherly Love, and a Healing Spi:it ct that force and value amongſt us that it ought ? 

Do weown one anot her more tor the grace of God and for the Spiritual Regeneration, and for the Image of Chriſt in each 0- 


ther, or tor our agreement with each other in this or that form, or opinion? : : 
Do we firſt ſearch for the Kingdom of Chrift within us, betore we ſeek one without us? Ordo weliſten to them that ſay con- 


cerning the comming of Chriſt, Lo here, and Jo ttiere? 

Do we not more contend for Saints having rule 1a the world, than over their own hearts ? 

Ate there not too many amongſt us ther cry up the Spirit, with a neglect of Love, Joy, Pezce, Mcekneſs, Patience, Goodneſs, 
Temperance, Long-ſuffering, Forbearance, Brotherly kindnefs , Charity, which arethefruits of the Spirit ? 

How &o-wecarry our Sclves, not only to the Churches of God, and the Saints, but towards them that are without ? 

Do not ſome of us affirm our ſelves tobe the only true Miniſtry, and truz Churches of Chriſt, and only to havethz Ordinances in 
purity, excluding our Brethren, though of <£qualgitfts, and having as large a Seal of their Miniſtry, and defiring with as much fer. 


vor and zeal to enjoy the Ordinances in their utmoſt purity ? : | 
Do weremember old Puritan, orratker Primitive ſimplicity, Self-denyal, Mercy tothe Poor, Uprightneſs, and Juſtice? or 
are we nQt herein put to ſhame by thole we eafily cal] Anti Chriſtian or Carnal ? 
Hath one that we judge tobe without,equal juſtice with one we willcall a Brother £ 
iDo we contend for the Faith once delivered unto the Saints, as the things of Fajth ought to be contended for, with Love, 


Patience, Tenderneſs, Zeal, by perſwaſton >? Or rather impolingly, proudly, carnally, provokingly, fenſnally, thereby prejudicing 
the Truth, and, whilſt we are calling aloud for the propagating of the Goſpel, do we not put ſtumbling-blocks 1a the way of the ſame, 
and too much endanger to make good the ſlander of the world in charging Profeſſion with FaFion? 

For. want of CircumſpeCtion and care herein, and adueregard oiopyr; dey aprightneſs, have not many apoſtatized, running 
ater Fancies and Notions, —_—_ filthy Dreams, worſhipping of Angels, and been carried by their Impulfions; and inſtead of contend- 
ing forthe Faith, and holding the form of found words, contended againſt MegiiZracy, againſt Miniſtery, againſt gcriptures, and a- 
gainſt Ordinances, too much verifying the Propheſies of Peter and Jude, in theſe following words. | 

2, Pet. 2. 1. But there were falſe Prophets alſo among the people, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers among you, who privily ſhall bring in dam- 
able hereſies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift deitru@Fion, 

2: And many ſhall follow their pernicious waies,by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. 

2. ind through covetouſneſs ſhall t hey with feigned words make merchandize of you; whoſe judgement now of a long time lingreth not, and their 
da mation ſlumbreth not. 

10, Ent chiefly them that walk, after the fleſh in the luſt of uncleanreſs, and deſpile Government, preſumptuons are they , ſelf-willed, they are not afraid to 
ſpeah evill of dignities, 

II. Whereas eAngels which are greater in power and mi;ht bring mot railing accuſations againſt them before the Lord, 

12. But the(e as natural Brute Beaſts mads to be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of the things they underſtand not , and ſhall utterly periſh in their own corruption, 

13» Andjhall receive the reward of wnrighteouſzeſs, as they that count it pleaſure to riot inthe day time : Spots they are and blemiſhes, ſporting themſelves with 
their own deceivings while they feaſt with you, | 

Ic. Having eyes full of adultery , and that cannot ceaſe from ſing beguiling unſtable ſouls, an heart they have exerciſed with covet ox prattiſer,curſed children, 

Juce Ver.4, For there are certain men crept in xuwares,who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungoa'y men, turning the grace of our God tnto 
lajcivioxſneſs, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſu Chrift, ! 

8. Lihewiſe alſo theſe filchy Dreamers defile the fleſh, d:Sþiſe Dominion, and (peak evil of dignities, 

10, Put theſe ſpeak evil of thoſe things whichthey know not y but what they know natur illy as brute beaſts, inthoſe things they corrupt themſelves, 

I1. UL: unto themyfor they have gone inthe way ef Cain, andray greeus ly afier the erronr of Balaam fr reward, and periſhed ia the paineſaying of Core, 

1.2. Theſe are ſpots in your feaits of (harity when they feaſt with you, feeding themſelves withont fear : clouds they are without water,carried about with winds 3 

trees whole frun wither thywithout fruit, twice dead, plucked wp by the roots, | 

13. Rrging waves of the Seay forming out their own ſhame wandering ſtirs, to whom ts v+ſcrved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever .. 

15, Theſe are Murmurers, complainers , walking after their own laſts, andtheir mouth ſþ:ikg:h great ſwelling words, having mens perſons in admiration be- 
carſe of advantage, 

AP te be the 7 who {: parate themſelves, ſenſual having, not the Spirit, 

And notwiciftacding all cheſe evils, and worle, are up5n, and in th: mid{t of us, like gray hairs, here and there, and we know it xot, our prid: teſtifying to our face 
Heſ.7.9,10. and we notreturn to the Loid our God, nos {cek him for all this, bur theſe chings are contended for, and julti fted under the notion of Liberty, it being too 
co: nonly Lid char the Magittrate hath nothing to do either 19 repretſiag, or remedying theſe things, We do hezeby appeal co the hearts and conſciences of all fearing 


- thc Lord, whether there be not as grezt caule as evzrto lay our 1 feuthes in the duit, and to abhbor oar ſelves before the Lord, for theſe abominations , whereby the 
eycs of his j2alouhie are provoked, and to ſeek pardon aa remedy from himſelf of theſe things, | 
Ad we 79 thele, Therefiftince, hatred, and negledt of the Goſpel by che generality of men, che contempt an deſpite done to the fincere profeſſors of it, even for 
the irnage of Chriſt in the.n (alchough they hve beea inflrumears of many mercies, 2nd of the obtaining a jult freedom tor the nation) The wickedneſſes, oa:hs, drun- 
k b nt -Fþ revellinzs, and all manner of Iicentioulnels, for which chings ſake, the Scriptures have ſaid, rhar the wrath of God ſhall undoubtedly overtake the childcen 
ct c1;obedience, ; 
. And lalt'y, the impunity of cheſe things, through the nzgle& of the Magiſtracy , throughout the Nation, and then judge whecher there be not cauſe, that we be 
- Colicd upon, and do call upon each orher ſeriouſly, to lay all cheſe things to heart, being oreatly abaled before the Lord for them. 
Uon the ſerious conſideration of theſe things, We judge ir not ohly watrantable, but a duty, to call upon you, and our ſelyes, to fer apart time to humble our ſouls be. 
fore thz Lord,to cry unto him for brokea g penitent hearts,and that h2 would turn away his wrath,& be reconciled to us; for the Lord he is merciful,gracious,long-ſuffering, 
ard abundaor in goodneſs and truth, forgiving iniquity,tranſg;:eſſioa and fin, and will by no means clear the guilty, who are only ſuch as go on ia their hardened and impe- 
nitear hearrs, refuſing the grace off:rcd by Jeſus Chcilt, | 
| $f 'S —_— hereby declared, That We, and our Council, do purpole ( by the grace of God ) to fer apart Fryday next, being the 24, of this preſent Afarch, for 
a day of Humiliation, ; ? ; 
Acditis hereby Ordered that timely notice be given to the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, who (togerher with the our-Parifhes)we doubt nor, will willingly keep 
- the {zme wt Aad that like notice be given throughout E»gland and les, to haye their ſeveral meetings upon the ſame day Fortnight; And that Copies hezeof be Print« 
- ed ar.d publiſhes, to be ſent tothe ſeveral Parts of the Nation, to invite them unto the performance of this duty. : | 
BY Given at White- Hall his 20. of March 1 653. 
Printed by bis Highneſs ſpecial Commandment, = 


| | By Herry Hills and William dx-Gard, Printers to His Highneſs the Lord ProreRor, 1653. 


